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In conversation with... a computer program

Stuck for someone to talk to? Elbot is a computer program
pretending to be a person. And this week it won a prize for
coming closest to fooling people into thinking it was human. The
BBC's Mark Lobel catches him in a more relaxed moment.

No computer has ever passed the Turing Test to see if, during text-
based conversation, a machine can be indistinguishable from a
person. But Elbot just came pretty close.

At the 18th Loebner Prize for artificial intelligence, held at the
weekend, this artificial intelligence entity convinced three of the 12
human interrogators he was indistinguishable from them.

If Elbot had convinced one other, it would have passed the magic
30% mark - the threshold set by Britain's most famous code-breaker,
Alan Turing, who devised the test back in 1950.

What's more Elbot, the very same version that came so close to
passing itself off as a living, breathing, sentient human being (under
Turing's rules at least), is online - for anyone to talk to. Let's see if
he's feeling chatty.

Me: Hi Elbot, it's Mark. What's the
weather like where you are today?
Elbot: Well, hello there!

M: Hi. What's the weather like
where you are?

E: A very non-mechanical hello to
you also.

Sounds a bit cheeky for a robot,
but Elbot's creators, Artifical
Solutions, created him to be
"sarcastic and entertaining".

To retain his shiny reflection, Elbot gets
polished and buffed once a month

M: How are you feeling today?

E: The results of my latest structural analysis say | am solid as a
rock.

Phew.
M: Great. Have you got any plans today?

E: I'm going to a body shop tonight and have some rust spots
removed.
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